Late onset absence seizures in multiple sclerosis: a case report.
A 38-year-old woman was admitted to hospital because of generalized tonic-clonic attacks and late onset absence seizures. EEG and Video-EEG showed 3-4 hz generalized spike and wave discharges lasting 1-8 seconds, which were associated with impairment of consciousness and unresponsiveness. MR scan revealed multiple demyelinating lesions, including the most prominent one in the mesial frontal region that we suppose might be responsible for electroclinical absence seizures. After investigation the diagnosis of multiple sclerosis was made. Possible pathophysiological mechanisms and differential diagnosis of tonic-clonic and absence seizures in MS are discussed.